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Stakeholders to clamp down on betting centres
accommodating minors—Dr Adutwum

BY STEPHANIE BIRIKO-
RANG

HE Ministry of Fducation
Tu\ codlbaboration with the

Canung Commission of
Ghama and other stakcholders
will soon clamp down on bettng
centres accommaodiaring minoss.

Thes according to the sector
Miruster, Dre Yaw Oses Adut-
wum, it formed pa of eftorts
mtigare the impact of berung on
the youth,

Speaking ar 4 public lecture
organised by BPEin Acem Lar
Wexdnesday on the dangers of
spoet hettingg on child educanon,
the minuster emphassed thar the
success of the educanoml system
relied on continuous policy mple-
menntion and urged the youths
to recogmse their pivoral role m
shaping ther funurca

Dr Adutwum raterated the
commi of the Minstry
of Educason to working with
rclevant bodics t enforce garming
regulations, with a toeus on
sateguarding rhe underage youths
trom the nagitve impaces of
bernng,

“The Minstry ams o pootect

children trom exposure to poten-
nally harmiul activioes and cnsure
a sare educanoml envronment,”
he added.

“Az Ghana muvagates educa-
tional reforms and soactal chal-
lenges, the colliboraove cftors of
the govemment, regulatory bodies,
and atzens are seen as cruaal o
building o prosperous and educar-
od manion for future gencrations,”
the punister said,

“The munister adinowladged the
destrucnve impact of betring and
urped the youth to pronnscthetr
educanon over such distracoons.

The Exccunve Direstor of
BPI, Dr Haruna Zagoon-Jayecd,
emphasssed the importance of
$tnct enforearment of exsrmg
Erws and called tor the drafting of
a nll with smicter provisions 1o
safezuard children and youth fram
the pervazive infuencs of 2port
betnng on thar educasor.

Expeessing concern over the
prosimaty of betting centres to
schools, the executive director
explamed that the et posed a chal-
lenge to the well-bang and tocus
of students.

“As sport betting continue o
draw underage individuals away

trom schools, the nation faces a
onneal crossmads where decisive
ACHON & pammount o secure the
furure of irs youth and uphold the
aspirations of SDG 4." he added.
He called on the govemiment
and other regubitoey bodies 1o
leamn from the posibve steps tikien
by other mations facing stmilar
chaflenges, adding thar Uganda had
deniad the rencwal of licenses for
betng companies, while Kenya
ad introduced fax dismcenoves to
mingate the impuct of the beting
industry on e youth,
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«Dr Yaw Osei Adutwum (inset) addressing participants
in the lecture Photo: Stephanie Birikorang

Dr Zagoon-Saveed sud 4
recent study conrducred by the BPI
i selectad communines acmss
the country revealod an alarming
adverse eftects of sport hetring on
educanon and child devdopment.

“The snady, tocusing on arcas
including Accra, Kumass, Takoradi,
and Tamale, uncenered a distuch-
ing teend rhar suggests that sport
betting 15 emergnig A3 3 agnificant
social force hindering schookng in
the countey,

The findings, accordmg o
the executive dircctor showed 2

o

stagnening 828 por cont of respon
dents, out of 360 indnaduads sam-
pled trom betmng contres i nujor
arncs, were chaldren berween the
s of 101017, wenvely enjgarmg
in sport berming,

This accending ro the stady, not
only contrivencs the Gambling
Act 2006 (At 7210, but also rases
concerns about the entorcement
of exsnung brws, as children are ac
cessing gambling fxcdines withour
restraint.
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